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May 26, 2025

The Honourable Greg Rickford
Minister of Indigenous Affairs
Legislative Building, Queen's Park
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A1
minister.indigenousaffairs@ontario.ca

Dear Minister Rickford,

Re: Upholding First Nation Rights in Resource Development — Bill 5

| am writing to you once again on behalf of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation to
express our deep and urgent concerns regarding Ontario’s proposed Bill 5 — Protect Ontario by
Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025. As the elected Chief of a First Nation whose treaty lands
encompass much of Ontario’s economic heartland, | must continue to raise our alarm at both
the substance of the Bill and the manner in which it was introduced.

The legislation provides for broad exemptions from key environmental and heritage protections,
while significantly weakening the legal requirements for consultation with First Nations. This is
not only a violation of the Crown’s constitutional obligations and UNDRIP, it also undermines
our right to participate meaningfully in decisions that affect our lands and future generations.

As | have said repeatedly in my previous correspondence to you, MCFN is not opposed to
economic development. On the contrary, we support sustainable and inclusive prosperity in this
province and throughout Canada. However, development must proceed in a manner that
respects our inherent rights and honours our Treaties. It must include our First Nations from the
outset which this legislation has clearly failed to do.

| am aware that on May 22, 2025, the Honourable Sol Mamakwa, provincial member for
Kiiwetinoong, questioned both you and Minister Lecce in the Legislative Assembly about the
lack of consultation on Bill 5. His intervention underscored the growing concern amongst our
leadership that Ontario is bypassing its constitutional obligations and failing to uphold the
Honour of the Crown. Your colleague Minister Lecce, the Minister of Energy and Mines, seemed
completely unable to speak to our Treaties when questions were addressed to him.

We know what happens when development proceeds without our consent. Historically, when
mining projects have been approved in the North without adequate consultation or
environmental oversight, the consequences have been catastrophic. Marine habitats have been
polluted, animal populations displaced, and food security devastated.

The tragedy of Grassy Narrows First Nation remains one of the clearest examples. There, the
contamination of water sources led to grave and ongoing health consequences - community
members, including children, develop sores after simply showering. Generations continue to
suffer from mercury poisoning. When Chief and Council took peaceful action to stop mining
companies from entering their lands, they were jailed for months. That is the real consequences
of development that ignores our rights.
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We will not allow such a legacy to be repeated on MCFN territory or anywhere else in Ontario.

The Canadian Civil Liberties Association has also publicly criticized Bill 5 for circumventing
protections meant to safeguard Indigenous rights and vulnerable communities.

| thank you for taking the time to meet with us today and | urge you and your Cabinet colleagues
to halt the advancement of Bill 5 until meaningful consultation has taken place with Ontario First
Nations. It is imperative that we discuss how Ontario intends to fulfill its duty to consult and
accommodate MCFN on any legislative or development initiatives that impact our lands and
rights.

MCFN remains committed to working collaboratively with all levels of government toward
reconciliation and shared prosperity. But that cooperation must be grounded in mutual respect
and recognition of our sovereignty.

Sincerely,

=

Chief Claire Sault
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation

Cc The Honourable Mark Carney
The Honourable Sean Fraser
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
The Honourable Sol Mamakwa, MPP SMamakwa@ndp.on.ca
The Honourable Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education
The Honourable Will Bouma will.bouma@pc.ola.org
Ontario Regional Chief Abram Benedict COS.Julie@co00.0rg
Grand Chief of the Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians Joel Abram
jabram@aiai.on.ca
Grand Chief of Nishnawbe Aski Nation Alvin Fiddler afiddler@nan.ca
Grand Chief Francis Kavanaugh of the Grand Council Treaty
ogichidaa.kavanaugh@treaty3.ca
Grand Chief Leo Friday grandchief@mushkegowuk.ca
Grand Council Chief Linda Debassige GCC.Debassige@anishinabek.ca
Saugeen First Nation, Intergovernmental Affairs: Diane Maracle-Nadjiwon
dianemn@ifnc.ca
larrys@mncfn.ca
claires@mncfn.ca
jesseh@mncfn.ca
lesliem@mncfn.ca
fawns@mncfn.ca
ermaf@mncfn.ca
ashleys@mncfn.ca
Harry LaForme hlaforme@oktlaw.com
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