
 

 

 

Who We Are 
 
About Us 
An Ontario working group participated in the 1998 General Review of the National Native Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program (NNADAP).  The need to enhance program coordination 
and develop a well-defined strategy for dealing with issues related to addictions was identified.  In keeping with the review findings and recommendations, partnership 
committees between First Nations and Health Canada were developed to bring together expertise and knowledge of addiction services.  These partnerships participated in regional 
needs assessments that resulted in the outcomes of the 2011 NNADAP Renewal Framework that reflects integrated NNADAP worker feedback. 
 
In January of 2022 the Ontario Regional Addictions Partnership Committee provided funding to develop a comprehensive case study on the barriers encountered by individuals 
seeking care in a NNADAP funded treatment centre.  This study was conducted with the assistance of 50 clients (all in various stages of treatment), 25 service providers, 31 First 
Nations and 10 treatment centres. Ontario regional efforts through the Ontario Regional Addictions Partnership Committee (ORAPC) will continue to be consistent with and 
support the direction of the 2011 NNADAP Renewal Framework and will help guide our future initiatives and strategies in dealing with emerging issues.    

The Committee 
How to Appoint a Committee Member 

To appoint one person as a member and one as an alternate to represent your interests on the Ontario Regional Addictions Partnership Committee, please contact us at 
orapc21@outlook.com or visit us at www.orapc.com to register online. 

Why ORAPC? 

The ORAPC provides advice, guidance, and recommendations to leadership through the Chiefs of Ontario office and the First Nations & Inuit Health Branch, on issues of addictions 
and holistic approaches to healing.  ORAPC is comprised of qualified individuals from four provincial and territorial organizations (PTO’s), Independent First Nations, National 
Native Alcohol & Drug Abuse Program (NNADAP) funded Treatment Centres, and First Nation Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB). Each organization is represented by appointment from 
their First Nation governance.  
 
Our 2023 Committee Members 
AIAI ~ Suzanne Nicholas, Health and Wellness Manager, Association of Iroquois and Allied Indians 
IFN North ~ Bethanie Mandamin, Community Addictions Worker - Isobel Pinesse Memorial Health Centre of Iskatewizaagegan No. 39 First Nation 
IFN South ~ Patricia Sword, NNADAP Coordinator, Walpole Island Community Service Program 
NAN East ~ VACANT ~ Please Contact Us 
Sr. Programs Officer, Ex-Officio ~ Tasha Thornton, Sr Program Officer Community Programs-Addictions, Indigenous Services Canada 
Six Nations Representative ~ VACANT ~ Please Contact Us  
Treatment Centre ~ Tina Bobinski, RSW Director of Mental Health and Addictions, Dilico Anishinabek Family Care 
Treaty#3 ~Joanne Cobiness, NNADAP, Anishinaabeg of Naongashiing    
Treatment Centre ~ Wanda Smith, Executive Director, Native Horizons Treatment Centre 
UOI North ~ Rolanda Manitowabi, Executive Director, Ngwaagan Gamig Recovery Centre Inc 
UOI South ~ VACANT ~ Please Contact Us    

Ontario Regional Addictions  Committee 



Training 

NNADAP Conferences 
To ensure each First Nation and Treatment Centre operates with a qualified team, ORAPC partners with the Thunderbird Partnership Foundation to 
host an Annual Conference with a variety of workshops created to meet training requirements.  Visit our website for conference information and 
updates at www.orapc.com. 

 Our Obligation 

  The Ontario Regional Addictions Partnership Committee reports to the Chiefs of Ontario office through 
the Health Coordination Unit.  The ORAPC shall also provide information to the NNADAP workers and 
PTO’s.  The Transfer Payment Agency shall submit all reports and work plans to ORAPC and FNIHB as 
identified in the Contribution Agreement. 

Accountability  

There shall be two representatives from the following: 

 Nishnawbe Aski Nation 

 Independent First Nations 

 Treatment Centre’s 

 Union of Ontario Indians 

and there shall be one representative from the following: 

 Association of Iroquois & Allied Indians 

 Grand Council Treaty 3 

 Ex-officio member from Transfer Payment Agency 

 Six Nations of the Grand River  
 

 Ex-officio member from FNIHB 

 

PLEASE CONTACT ORAPC TO UPDATE 
NNADAP WORKER INFORMATION 

2022

2022 Committee Members 
Left to Right:  Yvonne Wright,  Wanda Smith, Bethanie Mandamin, 
Francine Pellerin,  Rolanda Manitowabi ,  Patricia Sword 
Absent:  Joanne Cobiness, Tina Bobinski,  Tasha Thornton, Suzanne 
Nicolas 
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www.orapc.com 
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http://www.orapc.com/
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