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The Women’s Initiatives sector of the Chiefs

of Ontario supports the work of Ontario

First Nations communities in addressing

gender-based violence through

information-sharing, promoting awareness

and conducting research to identify issues

and solutions.

First Nations women are almost twice
as likely to experience physical/sexual
abuse by an intimate partner as non-
Indigenous women – 42% compared to
22% respectively reported physical
abuse, and 18% compared to 11%
respectively reported sexual abuse.

Three out of five First Nations women in
Canada (61%) in intimate relationships
have experienced intimate partner
violence/abuse, compared to less than
half (44%) of Canadian women.

From 2015-2020, 17% of all female
homicide victims in Canada were First
Nations women.

In Canada from 2014-19, almost 400
women were killed by a current or former
intimate partner, 8 times more than male
victims, and one quarter of these women
were Indigenous. 

First Nations women and 2SLGBTQQIA+

people are more likely to experience

violence when exposed to abuse; physical

and emotional neglect; family dysfunction

including parental incarceration, intimate

partner violence, substance abuse or

mental illness in the home; and parental

separation. 

According to recent StatsCan data, 42% of
First Nations women reported being
physically or sexually abused by an adult
before age 15. Indigenous women who
experienced abuse by an adult during
childhood are twice as likely to
experience violent victimization as
Indigenous women who did not experience
childhood abuse. 

When does

violence begin?
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Two out of three Indigenous women in
Ontario (approximately 67%)
experience some form of violence.7

Chiefs of Ontario
Gender-Based
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