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Changes to COO COVID-19 Testing Reports and Health Sector Communique 
 
COVID-19 Testing Reports:  
 
After 99 weeks and 99 reports, COO’s weekly COVID-19 testing reports have been 
retired. This is because the COVID-19 testing process in Ontario was scaled back as of 
December 2021. Consequently, the data about numbers of people testing positive for 
COVID-19 are no longer meaningful. For this reason, ICES has stopped generating 
these reports. After consultation with Research and Data Management and Health 
Sector Leadership, ICES is scaling back the reporting for First Nations as well. The 
weekly COVID-19 testing reports will be replaced by COVID-19 vaccination reports in 
the next few weeks. Data about test volumes, COVID-19 positives and outcomes such 
as hospitalization and death will continue to be tracked on a quarterly basis for First 
Nations. 
 
Health Sector Communique 
 
Given the suspension of the Ministry of Health briefings since March the Health Sector 
Communique will no longer include a summary of updates from the Provincial 
Government. However we will continue to highlight critical issues as they relate to this 
evolving pandemic and their impacts on First Nation communities/members.  
 
 
Highlights:  
 
While we do not know precisely how many people in Ontario currently have COVID-19, 
due to testing thresholds, the province has seen an increase in hospital admissions and 
a surge of the virus in wastewater testing. Latest modelling by the Public Health 
Agency of Canada (PHAC) released on Friday showed a 34% increase in daily 
average case counts as of March 30, indicating a resurgence is underway. This 

https://globalnews.ca/tag/public-health-agency-of-canada/
https://globalnews.ca/tag/public-health-agency-of-canada/


- 2    - 
 

surge in cases is being partially driven by the highly transmissible sub-variant of 
Omicron BA-2 as well as the lifting of some of the Public Health Measures including 
the changes made by the province. Those changes included: 

 Changes to Vaccines and Isolation Rules (March 14th) 

 Changes to Masking Rules (March 21st) 

 Changes to Public Health Measures (Which will be ending April 27th) 
 
What we know: 
 
Given the increasing rates of COVID-19 within the province, our communities/members 
remain at risk. After working so hard over the past two years to deal with COVID-19 in 
our communities it is essential to continue with many of the highly effective public health 
measures that have proven to be effective. These include continuing to wear a mask, 
social distancing and complete vaccinations. 
 
Masking:  
 
Even though provincial masking rules have changed there are many people who should 
continue to wear them. Many of our community members are at a higher risk of 
contracting the virus for a number of reasons including those with underlying conditions 
or increased numbers or rate of transmission in individual communities. The reason to 
wear a mask can be a personal one however it remains one of the most effective tools 
(when worn correctly) to protect yourself and others from the transmission of the 
COVID-19 virus. 
 
Vaccination: 
 
Even though between 80-90 percent of the population in Ontario may be fully 
vaccinated, First Nation vaccination rates remain unchanged from November 2021 at 
about 70%. As the COVID-19 virus/variant is still circulating and has led to a spike in 
numbers, protecting Elders, those who remain unvaccinated or immunocompromised is 
even more vital. 
 
Announcement of Fourth Dose of COVID-19 Vaccine 
 
First Nations members and their non-Indigenous household members aged 18 and 
above are eligible to start booking their 2nd booster vaccinations (4th dose) starting April 
7th, 2021. Also ANY Ontarian aged 60 and older can start booking appointments 
through the provincial vaccine portal, public health units with separate booking systems, 
First Nation-led vaccination clinics and some pharmacies. According to Health Minister 
Christine Elliott a fourth dose provides an extra layer of protection against Omicron and 
the BA.2 variant. 
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Rapid Antigen Testing 
 
Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT) are easy to use tests that detect certain proteins in the virus 
to confirm the presence of COVID-19. Results are available quickly in approximately 15 
minutes. RAT kits are available through pharmacy, grocery locations across the 
province or online ordering. Please note that a positive RAT result does NOT require 
confirmatory PCR testing. 
 
Stay safe everyone. 


