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b cecipiend, please nolily uy mnmediately by telephone at our cost.




DEC-B2-2669 18: 168 From:

The Premier
of Ontario

Legislative Building
Queen's Fark
Toronte, Onlarg
M7A1A1

December 2, 2009

To:867 626 9484 P.2<3

, Le Premier ministre

| . de I'Ontario .
Edifice de 'Assemblée 1ggislative
Queen's Park

Toramta {(Ontario)
M7A 1A1

The Honourable 5:tephen Harper

Prime Minister of
Office of the Pri
80 Wellington St

K1A QA2

Dear Prime Min
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ou with respect to Ontario’s proposed Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) and

the concerns b ll

g raised by Dntano First Nations about the impact of the federal

Fhis tax on Status Indians.

l
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‘Chlef Angus Touleuse recently conveyed to me his serious concerns .
1 fully support the request he is making on behalf of all Ontario First
continue the emstlng Ontario sales-tax approach under the federal

the HST. As you[ may know, similar to the point-of-sale exemption

8l Goods and Services Tax, the Ontario point-of-sale exemnption is

s Indians for purchases on reserve or off reserve if they are delivered
endor’s agent to a reserve. However, unlike the Goods and Services
rent exemption also applies when goods are delivered to a reserve by

far consumptlon on a reserve.

orn over the prospect that Ontario’s approach would not be available

I} adminlstration of the HST. I belleve there are various approaches that

ed that would help preserve Ontario’s administrative approach under

tlon

I
at Ontarlo ministers have been corresponding with their federal
tterparts to raise Ithese concerns and to encourage joint discussion
lutions. Ontario First Nation leaders have also been trying to engage
n meaningful discussions on this issue and have been seeking a federal
Dnsu:ler alternativel approaches. To date, I understand that the federal
ndlcated that there are data or methodological 1ssues that need to be
ntario’s administrative approach could be considered.
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I believe there a
through new i

> always oppOrtunltles to Improve government administrative practices
:.lghts the apphcatlon of modern technology and better data
measurement ag roaches I have been informed that my officials have made significant
progress workin wlth Ontarlo First hllatlons in developing alternative approaches that we
believe will help ddress these data and methodological issues.

In keeping with the need for our governments to continue to work co-operatively toward
the successful implementation of the HST, T would urge you to carefully consider the
interests and re ests of Ontario Fn*st Nation leaders and to support further work on the
development of | ernative approachles — approaches that would allow Ontario’s current
i i ctice for First Natlons to continue under the HST.

To this end Tw 4 Id ask that a meetlng be set up between federal and Ontarlo minlsters
3 important, matl:ers To support such a meeting, I have asked Ontario

with federal finance officials alternative approaches that have been
e Co-operation and\ support of Ontario First Nation leaders.

officials to shar
developed with

Please accept my best wishes.
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ruly, |
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Dalton McGul

¢:  The Hongurable Jim FIaherty,iFedEral Minister of Finance
The Hong b rable Dwight Duncan, Minister of Finance
The Hond b rable Brad Duguid ~ Minister of Aboriginal Affairs
The Hongyy rable John WIIkII'ISGlI'I Minister of Revenue
Angus Toll ouse, Ontario Reglonal Chief, Assembly of First Nations




